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ONE OF AUSTRALIA'S MOST SIGNIFICANT CHURCHES

St Mary Star of the Sea is one of the most significant and
beautiful churches in Australia. With seating for over 1,200

people, it is the largest Catholic parish church in Melbourne,

Ower the pase 150 years, the old St Mary Star of the Sea and our
present church have touched the lives of many thousands of

people.

Thar the church exists at all is largely due to the indomirable
spirit of the Irish community that helped fund its construction
during a period of economic depression. Since then, St Mary Star
of the Sea has been a place of worship, inspiration and comfort
for many other groups including the Iralian, Maltese and

Lithuanian communities.

Its parish pricsts have included prominent figures such as
Archbishop Daniel Mannix, Archbishop Justin 1D Simonds and
Auziliary Bishop Arthur Fox,

Historically and socially, S5t Mary Star of the Sea therefore played
a unigue role in a century when multi-cultural Melbourne began

to flourish.
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Architecturally, it is just as significant. 5t Mary Star of the Sea was
designed by the distinguished architect Edgar | Henderson, who
undertook at least 16 similar projects for the Catholic Church.
His French Gothic Revival architecture has created a church of
great grandeur, with a soaring groined timber ceiling chat is

thought to be unique in Vicroria.

Its imposing marble and granite pillars, intricate marble fictings
and exquisite stained glass windows were the work of leading
artisans both here and overseas. Its magnificent organ, which is
listed on the register of the Nartional Trust, is the largest and most
intact surviving example of the work of master organ builder

George Fincham.,

St Mary Star of the Sea is indeed an exceptional church which
must be preserved for the benefit of our people and our city.




